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ethnological and religious point of view and its people have
some characteristics common with the Japanese, Japanese
influence in Siam has been developing in recent years in
several ways, and the trade between the two countries has
been increasing. The present King of Siam and some of
his relatives have had a European education and they have
many connections with Europe, therefore Western influence
comes, for the most part, direct and not through Japan, so
that meantime we need not enter into details regarding Siam.
Its political position was for years very difficult, as it seemed
as if France had decided that the land should be hers, while
Britain on the contrary was definitely pledged to the main-
tenance of Siamese autonomy and integrity. The recent
annexation of territory to the British Empire is one of those
incidents which raise the suspicions and the jealousy of other
Powers. It is to be hoped, however, that the good under-
standing which now exists between Great Britain and France
will allow the free development of a very interesting people,
as the result might be an object-lesson which would be of
great value to the civilisation of the East In other countries
the influence of Japan can be traced in some of the move-
ments which have been started and in the developments
which have taken place, some of which we will notice
further on.

It would probably be assuming too much to say that all
the treaties, agreements, and ententes between the European
Powers on matters of common interest, which have recently
been entered Into, are due to the influence of Japan, but no
one who studies politics can deny that in some cases they are
the direct consequences of the treaties made by that country,
and that they are all in the direction of greater solidarity
among the nations and in the Interests of peace.

JAPAN AND INDIA

In no part of the world was the Issue of the great struggle
between Japan and Russia in 1904-5 watched with greater